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and indulged the Reformation Party. One act of Parliament
confirmed the surrender of all religious houses and ended the
monastic life in England. The new order of nobles, who were
mostly of the Reformation Party, received a great part of the
forfeited wealth of the monasteries. The "new men" were
pleased, although the next act was quite contrary to the wishes
of the Reformation Party. Parliament also sanctioned the Act
of Six Articles, introduced by the Duke of Norfolk. This act,
with the approval of Henry VIII, proclaimed the retention in
England of strict Catholic orthodoxy in matters of faith. The
Anglicans were completely satisfied and the Party of Insurrec-
tion made hopeful. Demonstrating the confidence which was
placed in Henry VIII by the English, Parliament also gave
him power to issue proclamations which were to be invested
with the authority of statutes. The King then prorogued
Parliament with the intimation that the religious question was
not yet definitely settled.
The Act of Six Articles provided for enforcement. "Deep in
the hearts of all Englishmen in that [the sixteenth] century lay
the conviction that it was the duty of the magistrate to main-
tain truth, as well as to execute justice. Toleration was neither
understood or desired."63 As did the Puritans who came to
America a century later, each Englishman sought freedom to
worship his God as he chose, but each was at the same time
eager and willing to enforce the tenets and forms of his religion
on all others. In 1539 stringent measures were immediately
undertaken by the Duke of Norfolk and other conservative
peers and bishops to enforce the Act of Six Articles. Within a
fortnight five hundred persons had been indicted in London
for heresy. Many of these were summarily convicted and
burned. The people approved heartily.
The Party of the Reformation hoped to moderate this strin-
gent enforcement of the orthodox faith by binding Henry VIII
in a Protestant marriage. Ever since the death of Jane Seymour
the people had been urging Henry VIII to take another wife.
They wanted their King to beget other legitimate male heirs in
order to make secure the succession of the English crown if
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